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A note on Nipponaphaenops erraticus
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Summary
Nipponaphaenops, a monotypic genus of an aphaenopsoid trechine beetle, comprises an

ultra-evolved species first known in the Japanese Islands. It is considered to have been
derived from an [shikawatrechus-like ancestor, though no intermediate froms between the two
genera have been met with in spite of careful investigations made during the past thirty years,

The sole representative of the genus, N. erraticus, is distributed to limestone caves lying

in the areas above 850m in altitude in the vicinities of the Ohnogahara Karst at the central
part of Shikoku, The caves that harbour the aphaenopsoid trechine are almost always cool
as compared with those inhabited by Ishikawatrechus, This may be the reason why such an
ultra-evolved species has been formed only around Ohnogahara,
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